
   

Worshiping God, Growing in Faith, Serving Neighbors--near and far 

The Messenger 

  St. Matthew Lutheran  
              Ithaca, OH 

On April 3, we begin a new sermon series titled 

“The Clubhouse”.  We’ve just me Jesus the Re-

bel, many of us have decided we want to follow 

him.  So what’s the next step?  How do we get 

into the clubhouse?  In this series, we will be 

exploring the basic tenets of Christianity.  What 

we think about God the Father, Jesus the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit.  We will also be exploring 

how we celebrate and praise the Trinity through 

committing to the church, what our purpose in 

the world will be, what guides us and what  

Jesus expects of us. 

Adult Sunday School  
 

The adult Sunday School class will begin a study of Luther's Small Catechism.   
 

April 3 - Introduction to the Small Catechism and The Ten Commandments, Part One. 
April 10 - The Ten Commandments, Part Two 

April 17 - The Apostle's Creed 
April 24 - The Lord's Prayer 

May 1 - Holy Baptism 
May 8 - Holy Communion 

May 15 - The Office of the Keys and Confession  

 
Any adult (or teen!) who would like to know more about our Lutheran faith or if you 

just would like to review what you learned years ago, please join us in the sanctuary 
at 10:30 on Sunday mornings.  If you have a Small Catechism, please bring it.  If you 

need one, we will have one for you. 
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F r o m    t h e    P a s t o r 

What an amazing Easter we have had at St. Matthew.  Great worship, great fellow-

ship, all working together to build Godôs Kingdom.  We had a transforming morning 

as we completed our series, Jesus Rebel With a Cause. In the Sonrise service we 

saw two churches who had struggled maintain the tradition become instantly rejuve-

nated by the attendance of 65 congregants.  I truly believe something NEW has 

been BORN, CHANGED, REVITALIZED. 

Just like a caterpillar changes into a butterfly.  Have you ever 

seen a butterfly emerge from its chrysalis?  First the caterpillar 

attaches its tail firmly to a stick and lay still, sheathed with a 

shiny leather-like case. For weeks it seems to be dead, unmov-

ing in its tiny gray wrappings. 

Then, the gray case began to twist and turn violently, and sud-

denly split open. A beautiful butterfly emerged. It stood for 

hours gently moving its wings, pumping fluids into them to extend them fully. Then 

the butterfly soared gracefully away on the breezes of summer, leaving nothing be-

hind but a broken chrysalis to indicate its former bondage. 

The chrysalis and butterfly suggest the empty graveclothes of our risen Lord. When 

Peter and John heard the news that the Lord's body was gone from the garden 

tomb, they ran all the way from their lodging. Peter entered the tomb and "he saw 

the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' 

head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen" (John 20:6-7, NIV). 

The graveclothes once wrapped continuously around the body now lay collapsed, 

mute testimony that the corpse they had once shrouded had now emerged in life. 

The bondage of death is broken. Christ is risen! We can face tomorrow with the as-

surance that Jesus is in fact alive to help us, to guide us, to give us hope for the fu-

ture. And since He is living, our problems are not insolvable. The broken chrysalis of 

His graveclothes proclaims that Christ is Victor even over death. Because He lives, 

nothing is impossible. 
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WELCA  
Our monthly WELCA meeting will be held on April 13 at the home of 

Earlene MorrisðGordon.  We will pick up our bible studies (after a month 

off) with the April lessonðKeep On Keeping On. The theme verse is Philip-

pians 4:4-23. 
 

During the months of April through June, we collect bath size bars of soap for  

Lutheran World Relief.  Monetary donations can be given to:  Sherry, Anita, Jane, 

Rhonda or Mary Lou.   
 

 

On April 20 we will be serving at the GRCC soup kitchen.  Preparation begins at 9:30 a.m.  Please 

contact Donna Miller if you can help or donate food. 

ONE Ministryñ Castine Food Bank item of the month:   

cereal 
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April Birthdays 

3rd     Christopher Stump 

           Karla Guinigundo 

5th      Delbert Hofacker 

7th      Joel Hoke 

12th     Floyd Hoke 

            TJ Kress 

22nd    Dave Shoemaker 

24th     Donna Miller 

25th     Kristie Stump 

  

April Anniversaries 

3rd    Ted & Gloria Scheiding 

17th   Rick  & Faye Harman 

20th   Leon & Phyllis Fisher     

 

 

Missy Johnson 

Rev. Carroll Pahl 

Mary Ann Nichols 

Lawson Nichols 

Dorothy Hunt 

Annette North 

Sharon Foureman 

Opal Robinson 

Donna Bridenbaugh 

Paige Maquire 

Sandy Finkbine 

Kevin Louis 

Pam Yeomans 

Lorna Now 

Edson Wiest 

Steve Resor 

Linda Kinninger 

Brianna Summers 

 

Prayers of sympathy 

and healing for the 

families of: 
 

Missy Thornhill 

Dan Patrick 

Iris Nichols 

Owen Dzendzelï stillborn 

Joyce Brehm 

Opal Robinson 

To reach us for the prayer chain, please call Rhonda Kress at 417-7412  

or emailrhonda.j.kress@gmail.com 

March Prayer  Concerns 

Rebecca Lewis 

Carrie Thomas 

Janie Murphy 

Sheila Boone 

Lori Stone 

Harvey Hinshaw 

Mike Bruner 

Dan Karns 

Bob Daughtery 

Clint Fitzpatrick 

Pastor Joene Herr 

The Dzendzel family 

 

Travel: 

Arcanum Band 

Karla Guinigundo 

Faye Harman 

Jane Brown 

Rhonda Kress 

Carrie Steeleôs son/family 

Blessings: 
Tarrin Scott Morrisonðborn 

3/17 
 

Brad Fasick 
 

Jeremy Freeman 

BABY BLESSINGS  

Congratulations to Tyler and Kayla Morrison 

whose son, Tarrin Scott was born on March 17 at 

3:17 p.m.  

Happy family members are: Grandpa Doug Morris; 

Great Grandpa & Grandma, Gene & Nelda Morris; 

and Great-Great-Grandma, Earlene Morris. 
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Wheelchair accessible +  Elevator on premises +  
Holy Communion celebrated - 1st Sunday of every month- major church festivals 

Weń
re 

on 
the

 we
b!!

  

 

www.smlc- ithaca.com  

Facebook:  St. Matthew 

Sunday Worship services:  

9 am ðTraditional worship 

10 amð Coffee Break (food & fellowship)  

10:15 amðSunday School for all ages  

   St. Matthew Lutheran Church ï Ithaca 

   7820 State Route 722 

   Arcanum, Ohio  45304 

Dated Material  

 

Church Address 
6825 St.  Route 722  

Ithaca, OH  45304  

Office Address:   
7820 State Route 722, Arcanum  

Office Phone/Fax: 937 -884-7006 

E-mail: skmccullough@earthlink.net  

Pastor:  John Gilmore  
Phone:  937 -423-0293 

Email:  PastorJohn@smlc -ithaca.com  

Director of Family Life:  

Pastor Travis Qualls  
Phone:  937 -621-7897 

Email:  PastorTravis@smlc -ithaca.com  

http://www.elca.org/co/graphstd.html

