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Worshiping God, Growing in Faith, Serving Neighbors--near and far

We ¥ oysters

POPPPVPIPPIPIPIPIIPIIIIPIVPIVIVIVIIVIVIIVIIVIVIVIVIVIVIVVVPVPVYYY

¥ Celebrate Valentines day with us this year at our annual Oyster Supper. Make h
. . 4
v plans now, to bring your sweetheart (and a covered dish, or two) February 14, at
®5pm . Join us for an evening of | ove and fisfell
V

h We will accept a free  -will offering, to help offset the cost of the oysters!
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It began with a simple prayer......”Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl foot-
ball game, help us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup

TWO TEAMSééTWO SI DES
TWO SOUP POTSe.. TWO C
WHICH ONE WILL YOU CHOOSE?

The Carolina Panthers (GRCC) CAZGLINLY
Or :
DENVE The Denver Broncos

BRIINCIIS (Castine Food Bank) m

On February 7th, wear your team’s colors to church and donate to the charity designated for that
team. Which team will win? Which Charity will win?

These special offerings are part of an annual national effort among church youth. Please consider
giving generously to the charity of your choice. Look for the soup pot with your team logo!!




From the Pastors Desk

-

Chupeh mlce Copyright Karl A. Zorowski
HOW CAN YOU TELL WHETHER OR HOW CAN | PROVE v
NOT SOMEONE IS A CHRISTN 7 TO SOMEONE THAT YOU SHOULDNT

I'M A CHRISTIAN 7 HAVETO !
// BY HOW THEY TREAT
Y oTERS. .

Dear Friends,
How can you tell whether or not someone is a Christian? | think we have an answer to thg

t. Who

remembers? Do Good, Do no harm, Stay in | ove

Matthew. This is how we will be able to show love to one another and our neighbors. When Ch
truly begin to live into those words they will find themselves moving past if only regrets and movirj
as if faith, leading to what if Dreams. WHAT ARE OUR DREAMS? | really want you to think
that question. What are your dreams for St. Matthew? What are your dreams for your children 3
children. What are your dreams for your schools and community. And then think about how S
thew can be part of making those dreams come true.

One of the things that church researchers have discovered is that young people are ¢
churches that are active in their communities. In what ways can St. Matthew be more active in
munity? What are the needs that you see in your community? What are the needs you see for c
your community? How could St. Matthew be a part of meeting those needs.

We really have something special here at St. Matthew. How do we share that with the
How do we take the warmth and care that we experience when we are together and share it wit
How do we take out great Lutheran tradition out into a world that needs it so badly.
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nights we will hear the passion story as told by Mickie Ary and how Jesus communicated from hjs heart

to God and we will explore the prayer he taught us so that we not only will pray it from memory, b
pray it from our heart. | invite you to pray this prayer three times a day through Lent reflecting g
line.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the

glory forever and ever. Amen.
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http://churchmice.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/prove.jpg

_ Lenten Sermon Series

- |

s‘ B sus THiE REBEL | Our Lenten Sermon Series for Sundays will be

| “Jesus the Rebel”. Sometimes we tend to try to
tame Jesus and make him like us rather than al-
lowing Him to change us. During Lent this year,
we will look at the Rebel Jesus. He wants to
transform us in order to transform the world.

m

Our Lenten Worship Schedule

Ash Wednesday 1 Feb 101 St. Matthew 7:30 pm
AOur Fathero

Midweek Services at St. Matthew
Feb. 171 Service 7230pmA Thy Wil |l Be Dongbo
(NO Soup Supper, No Holy Communion)

Feb. 24 7 6:30 Soup, 7:30 Service n Cari ng for Us PpPailybo
(No Holy Communion)

March 27 6:30 Soup, 7:30 Service A For gi ve Uso
(Holy Communion celebrated)

March 97 6:30 Soup, 7:30 Servicei Lead Us Not o
(Holy Communion celebrated)

March 167 6:30 Soup, 7:30 Serviceai For Thi ne i s é|o
(Holy Communion celebrated)

Maundy Thursday i March 24 at Gordon UMC 7:30pm AiThe Passover Meal 0
(Holy Communion celebrated)

Good Friday i March 25- St. Matthew 7:30pm i Why Have You Forsaken N

All Sunday services will be at our normal time with Holy Communion celebrated on
February 7, and March 6, Palm Sunday (3/20), and both services Easter Sunday (3/27)

T A p / el an
caster Flowers
Easter Flower sign -up sheets will soon be available on the back table.

We are still waiting to hear about pricing and available varieties this year.



Adult Sunday School

Did you know that Martin Luther did not want his followers to be called

"Lutherans"?  Did you know that he spent most of his life as an outlaw? Did you know
that once he was  so terrified of the presence of Christ in the sacrament of communion
that he tried to run from the altar? Did you know that he was struck by the power of
Romans 1:17? Beginning on February 7, the adult Sunday School class will begin a 7
week session on Martin Luther. Topics include:

1 How to Tell the Difference Between the Law and the Gospel

1 Five Things You Should Know about the Lutheran Reformation

1 The Anatomy of a Baptism

Y How to Receive Communion Q@ﬁﬁd W/
f The Three Most Rebellious Things Jesus Did ol
1 How to Read the Bible

M How to Share Your Faith with Someone

Come and learn (or review what you already know) about the famous reformer who
began our Lutheran heritage.
The Adult Sunday School meets every Sunday at 10:30 after fellowship time.

Youth News

As 2016 marches on, the Youth and Family Ministries are creating new and exciting

opportunities. Our Youth ministry continues to meet each Sunday evening from 6:30

to 8:00 for a time of fun, fellowship, and Biblical life application. We continue to see a

growing number of teenagers participating each week and are really amazed at how

God has blessed this ministry. Coming this year, we look forward to bringing some

new methods to this yeardés confirmation cl as
trip to Athens, OH, and we are planning some great service opportunities for our

teenagers as well. Here is a list of our upcoming events:

Sunday January 31 "1 Youth Group @Gordon UMC 6:30PM to 8:00PM
Sunday February 7 ™ i NO YOUTH i Super Bowl

Wednesday February 10 ™ i Ash Wednesday Service at St. Matthew Lutheran
Sunday February 14 " i Youth Group @Gordon UMC 6:30PM to 8:00PM
Sunday February 21 *'i Youth Group @ Gordon UMC 6:30PM to 8:00PM
Sunday February 28 " i Youth Group @ Gordon UMC 6:30PM to 8:00PM

I n addition to our youth group, the childrenlb

come up with a great new concept to teach our kids each week. Building off of the

one room school house idea, each week our teachers and leaders will rotate lessons

that will allow all of the children and youth to participate together. This experience

will include opportunities for each age group to complete tasks and lessons that are

age specific, but wi l |l al so be an i mportant
of the day there will be a time of reflection that will allow each group to discuss what

they learned and how it helps them grow closer to God.

part



Wﬂmeﬂ e OUR MONTHLY WELCA MEETING

will be held at the home of Earlene Morris on Tuesday (change
EL A in date due to our Ash Wednesday service), February 9 at 7

p.m. We will continue with our bible study on the book of Philip-

pians. This month’s study is titled Servant-shaped Soldiers.

During the months of January through March, we collect items for the Personal Care
Kits for Lutheran World Relief. Each kit is to contain:

T

= =4 4 4

One light-weight bath-sized towel (between 20” X 40” & 52" x 27", dark color rec-
ommended

bath-size bar (4 to 5 0z.) of soap, any brand, in its original wrapping (2 per kit)
One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging

One sturdy comb, remove packaging

Metal nail clippers (file optional)

Any donations you are able to make are greatly appreciated!
A donation box is located at the back of the sanctuary.

ONE Ministry fA Castine Food Bank item of the month:
Pasta

Wernle

Youth & Family
Trectment Center

Wernle Needs for February

Boys Girls Campus Wide
Gloves Winter Boots Towels

Jeans (32 X 32) Hair Gel Wash Cloths
Sweat pants (L) Body Wash

Deodorant

Belts (All Sizes)
Dress Shoes (10 -12)



REMEMBERED
in our thoughts & prayers

February Birthdays January Prayer Concerns | Prayers of sympathy
Georgia Davis Annette North and healing for the
7 Sharon Rismiller Jeff Scheiding Fred Zimmer families aof
17 Megan Daggett Ralph Stutz Jay family _
19 Kevin McCullough Diane Craycraft Cassandra Crosby Gary Via
25 Deb Taylor Jane Brown Jackson Allen Darrell Lindsey
Sharon Foureman Roberta & Ralph Jennirgs Erta Friend
Mary Hofacker : , X ]
57 Mickie A Linda Sink Judy Wilson Bonnie Tucker
Ickie Ary Carol Jean Ary Brianna Stump Willa Dean Mahaffey
Katie Harman Brianna Summers
S o Hud & Katy Nest
February Virginia Phillips Barry Kessler Hason aty estor
Kevin Jacob Monica E Jack Foland Jr.
Anniversaries evin Jacobs onica Franz Nevin Rhoades
, Debbie Begley Elsie Young
None this month Jack Bechtol Jerry Garber Frances Gilmore
Donna Kreitzer Paige Mcguire Mike Hart
JB Osbourne Mike Wilson
o Cindy Hangen Payton
Katie Harmé?rlneast’jsgri]tgtz -Germany safely Dale Hoke
Ralph Studzno cancer Bonnie Hoke
Carrie Stedeseeing better
To reach us for the prayer chain, please call Rhonda Kress at 417 -7412
or emailrhonda.j.kress@gmail.com

Baby Boy Blessings

for the Carrier/Harman Family! Big brother Logan
showing off Braydon Joe who was born
January 9, 2016 at 7:44 a.m.
Congratulations to Mom & Dad (Ashley & Brad) Carrier,
Aunt Katie, and
Grandma and Grandpa (Faye & Rick) Harman

Notes of t hanksé

ADear friends at St. Matt hewds: Thank you s|o
theater gift tickets and restaurant gift card. We are so looking forward to using them.
It has been an honor and a pleasure getting to know you and to serve as your Pastor
these past few months and we look forward to continuing our relationship. God Bless
y ou ad Pastar John & Judy
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Pastor: John Gilmore
Phone: 937 -423-0293
Email: PastorJohn@smic -ithaca.com

Church Address
6825 St. Route 722
Ithaca, OH 45304

Office Address:

7820 State Route 722, Arcanum | Director of Family Life:
Office Phone/Fax: 937 -884-7006 Pastor Travis Qualls
E-mail: skmccullough@earthlink.net Phone: 937 -621-7897

Email: PastorTravis@smlc -ithaca.com

Wheelchair accessible + Elevator on premises +
Holy Communion celebrated- 1st Sunday of every monthmajor church festivals

Sunday Worship services:

9 am & Traditional worship
10 amd Coffee Break (food & fellowship)
10:15 amd Sunday School for all ages

St. Matthew Lutheran Church — Ithaca
7820 State Route 722
Arcanum, Ohio 45304

Dated Material


http://www.elca.org/co/graphstd.html

